Study Time #32
**Read Ephesians 4:17-32. **

** Re-read Ephesians 4:17-24. **

New Self vs. Old Self

Verses 17-19 are the very opposite of verses 15-16.  (Read Eph. 4:15-16)  Paul uses the word “walk.”  From the surrounding context, it seems as if this “walk” is in the way of a slippery path away from the Lord.  


In verse 17, Paul uses the phrase, “no longer walk as Gentiles do..”  Why would Paul have used the term “Gentile?”  Why not use “someone who is does not believe in Christ” or “ignorant person?”

- List the 7 things that Paul associates as one who is a Gentile:
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This is basically a warning list; stay away from these things if you are really in Christ!  If you are really growing in Christ you will not act out on these attitudes or actions.


Verse 20 breaks into a scolding for those who are tempted to turn and go off for the worse.  This is not the way of Christ!!  Verse 21 is a disclaimer and explains what “learned Christ” means.  

· What does “learned Christ” mean according to verse 21?  

· Describe what Paul says we are:

To put off




To put on
Application

Someone I knew at Moody had a dream one night and she described it for me.  She said she saw herself in a jail cell sitting on the ground crying.  She just couldn’t believe that she was in jail!  She felt the sins she had committed were keeping her “locked up,” whether it was greediness, impatience, or selfishness.  Then, she got ahold of herself and looked around…. She was not chained up or locked in, actually the door was wide open.  She noticed someone was calling her name to get out the whole time but she just had not heard it before because she was so consumed with the guiltiness of her sinful actions.  Then she realized she had put herself in that jail cell not remembering that Christ is her “new self” and not her past or present sins.  Christ had not put her here.  Instead, he has freed her from all the things that held her in bondage to sin!  


It seems our human nature, which is naturally evil, often steers toward the “old self.”  What makes putting on the “new self” hard?

